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JANUARY 10, 2008   CBG MEETING MINUTES 

 
CBG Members in attendance are shown in Bold Type  Candidates/Guests in attendance are shown in Bold Italics 

 
Ken Anthony  Jack Aquila  Chris Aulert  Byron Brisby, Jr.  Tony Catanzaro  Edward Cichone  Tom Clarke   John Connors 
Ruthann Disotell  William Dougherty*  Ed Duffy  Steve Firrello  Les Giese**  Jay Hannigan  Tracy Ivie  Peter Joseph 

Rich Kazimir  Art Kellenberger  Will Legasse  Fred Levedag  Marsha Marasco  David Mills  Charlie Orlando   Craig Patterson    
Alex Patullo  Lynn Porter  Bob Rittelman  Joe Schultz  William Siegel  Consie Sindet  Pete Smith  Scott Smith  

Jan Stewart  Louis Tranquilli  Richard Urmston  Frank Vodraska  Thomas Walsh, Jr.  Mark Yaros  Scott Zarro  
 

Eligible Candidate(s): Brook Hoffman 
Guest(s): Chris Callahan 

 
CBG President Byron Brisby, Jr. is on the IR this week and CBG Vice President, Alex Patullo, called the meeting to order at 8:05 and welcomed everyone.  
There was not a round of CBG Member introductions.  
 
All acknowledged receipt of minutes of the December 27, 2007 meeting.  A motion to accept the minutes as written was made, seconded and approved by a 
show of hands.   
 
CBG Vice President Alex Patullo introduced David Mills, the first of our two featured speakers.  A licensed real estate broker for more than 40 years and long-
time appraiser and zoning official, Dave recently started a new business as a real estate ñproblem solver.ò  He is on call to help people with questions about the 
Highlands, relocation, zoning, neighborhood disputes, building construction and all phases of buying or selling properties. Daveôs goal is to take away the 
headaches of property ownership by sharing his behind-the-scenes knowledge of Hunterdon and Warren counties gained during the past four decades.  A noted 
raconteur, David is a three-term president of the Kiwanis Club of North Hunterdon, where he was named a Hixson Fellow. He is also a past district commissioner 
of the Hunterdon Arrowhead District of the Boy Scouts of America and a past member of the United Way Allocation Committee.  For more information, visit David 
Mills, The Real Estate Problem Solver, at 201 Cokesbury Road, in Lebanon, call him at (908) 236-6371or,  e-mail Dave at dmills@patmedia.com. 
 
CBG Vice President Alex Patullo then introduced Marsha Marasco, the second of our two featured speakers. Marsha Marasco has been working directly with 
REIT Corporations, private investment firms as a Real Estate Manager and Project Manager for the past 27 years.  With the knowledge and skills over the years 
it has allowed her to interface with the full spectrum of the industry that included property management of apartments, condo complexes, industrial and 
commercial real estate development, including experience with UST and BUST State Regulations.  Over the years, Marsha has worked with stress related 
buildings, structural evaluations and damaged buildings to meet municipality codes and regulations.  By controlling the Capital and Operational Budgets, 
supervising the day-to-day operations and establishing preventive maintenance policies adds value to their investments and keeps the occupancy rates high.  
Any questions email her at mmarascomj@embarqmail.com or, call her at (973) 945-3031. 
 
Membership Committee Member Frank Vodraska raised the subject of the expansion of the CBG Membership from 40 to 45 members.  Mark Yaros provided 
email notice to the Members of the proposed amendment to the Bylaws. The topic was opened to the floor for discussions.  A vote was then taken. The result of 
the vote was 13 against the expansion and 22 for the expansion, a total of 35 votes.  First, there is a question regarding the number of votes.  There were 33 
CBG Members present at the meeting and Charlie Orlando voted, via proxy, for a total 34 CBG Member votes.  Upon further review of the Bylaws, the vote of 
Charlie Orlando should not be counted as the Bylaws do not specifically allow for a vote by proxy.  The relevant terms of the Bylaws are: 
 

ARTICLE X;  MISCELLANEOUS;  Section 5. Amendments. These by-laws may be amended upon a two-thirds majority of 
the quorum present. Prior to said meeting, all members must receive notice of the proposed amendment(s), pursuant to 
the notice provisions of Article V, Section 5. 

 
Also, there is now a question if the amendment to the Bylaws was officially passed.  The amendment needs a two-thirds majority vote to pass.  Because there 
was an incorrect number of votes, if one of the invalid votes was a ñyes,ò the amendment is not approved.  Accordingly, I will contact the Officers and Board 
Members and feel a re-vote is required.  
 
We are currently at 39 members.  Frank advised that there are several membership applications under review by the Membership Committee.  They are Anthony 
Locascio, Brook Hoffman, Mike Beckage and Bruce Brodack. If anyone has any comments or concerns with the application of Anthony Locascio, Brook Hoffman, 
Mike Beckage or Bruce Brodack, please contact Byron, Frank Vodraska or myself.   
 
Also, prior to inviting a prospect to a regular meeting or ñoff-week breakfast,ò you should check with Frank Vodraska to ñclearò potential conflicts.  All candidates 
must provide Frank Vodraska  with contact information and must complete a CBG Membership Application to pursue CBG Membership.  Also, it is a good idea 
for every CBG Member to bring business cards to be distributed as needed to other CBG Members. 
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Alex Patullo then addressed the topic of the upcoming elections.  All nominations should be forwarded to a member of the Membership Committee.  Please 
confirm that any person you will be nominating is willing to accept the position.   
 
CBG Treasurer Richard Urmston reported that there was $11,806.28 in the CBG checking account ($3,000.00 of that amount are prepaid 2008 Membership 
Dues).  1st quarter membership dues are now due.  Dues must be kept current.  Those members who fail to do so risk losing their status as an active member of 
the CBG.  The Quarterly Membership Dues cover all the things related to CBG Membership, including your web presence, networking and social opportunities, 
etc. Included in this is the breakfast at all ñregular CBG meetings.ò  There is also an all-inclusive $10.00 charge for breakfast at CBG "off-week 
breakfast meetings."   
 
Todayôs winner of the 50/50 was, Rich Urmston who took home $47.00. The other $47.00 went to the Staats Brokaw Memorial Entrepreneurial Spirit Award 
Scholarship Fund.  Steve Firello was the lucky winner of the 50/50 at the December 27, 2007 off-week breakfast.  Steve won $27.50 and the other $27.50 went 
to the Staats Brokaw Memorial Entrepreneurial Spirit Award Scholarship Fund. To keep this great idea going, whenever Alex cannot be in attendance, his ñback-
upò is Tom Clarke. Thanks again to Alex for the terrific fund-raising idea. After todayôs meeting, the balance in the Staats Brokaw Memorial Entrepreneurial Spirit 
Award Scholarship Fund is $5,224.50.  
 
Remember, Byron Brisby, Jr.ôs company, Clinton Chevrolet-Cadillac, a member of the Flemington Car & Truck Country family of dealerships, will donate $100 to 
the Staats Brokaw Memorial Entrepreneurial Spirit Award fund for each car purchased at Clinton Chevrolet-Cadillac that was the result of a referral by a CBG 
Member.  If you refer someone to Byron, make sure to contact him so he can make the necessary arrangements.   
 
Also, Craig Patterson, of All Town Mortgage, LLC, will donate $100.00 to the Staats Brokaw Memorial Entrepreneurial Spirit Award program, for every ñclosed 
mortgageò referred to him by a CBG Member. If you refer someone to Craig, make sure to let him know. 
 
Alex Patullo also announced that he will donate $100 to the Staats Brokaw Memorial Entrepreneurial Spirit Award Scholarship Fund for each job in excess of 
$5,000 for a CBG Member or someone referred by a CBG Member.  
 
The January 24, 2008 meeting will be the elections for the next round of CBG Officers and Board Members. Joe Schultz and Bob Rittleman will be our speakers 
at the February 21, 2008 CBG Meeting and Tracy Ivie and Jan Stewart will be our speakers at the February 21, 2008 CBG Meeting. 

 
Before wrapping up the meetingôs agenda, Alex reminded us that there will be an ñoff-weekò breakfast next Thursday morning, January 17, 2008 at the Old River 
House Restaurant. Our next regular meeting will be held January 24, 2008.   
 
Alex then asked for a motion to adjourn.  A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved by a show of hands.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10. 
 
See you next week, at the off-week breakfast! 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Mark Yaros, 
CBG Secretary 
  
Todayôs total attendance was thirty-three (33) out of a possible 39 CBG Members (84.6%).   
* Suzanne Martino was in attendance representing True & Associates.  
** Brad Howell was in attendance on behalf of MSI.  
 


